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Strangely enough, the period to which these volumes relate is likely 
to be regarded as the mythical age of American history. The sages 
and heroes of that era enjoyed an apotheosis while they were yet living, 
and it is only a posterity divided from them by one or two generations 
that has been willing even to read the evidence that they were subject 
to human passions and infirmities. But the discovery, once opened, is 
pursued with unresting pertinacity ; characters, till of late too sacred 
for criticism, are thoroughly sifted ; and the tendency now is to under- 
value the individual leaders of our national infancy in a degree fully 
equal to that in which they have been overestimated. In view of a 
recent attempt to prove General Putnam a coward, we hardly know 
what name can be pronounced safe from the iconoclasts. With their 
spirit Mr. Bancroft has no sympathy. Yet his narrative is, throughout, 
discriminating, and, without descending to the minutiae which are mere 
gossip, though in the guise of history, he describes the men of that age 
as the preponderant testimony of unimpeachable witnessess represents 
them, — not as demigods, but as, for the most part, true-hearted, self- 
sacrificing men, who were made instruments for higher ends than they 
perceived at the outset, and were led by a providence not their own far 
beyond their intended terminus. Among the most striking portions of 
this volume are the characters of John Adams and Thomas Jefferson, — 
Adams with the strong lights and half-illuminated shadows, the sterling 
virtues and the foibles, hardly faults, which, slight as they were, seemed 
ineradicable, — Jefferson, as he begins to appear only to the men of this 
generation, opinionated indeed, but magnanimously honest and disinter- 
ested, not a partisan in any selfish or illiberal sense of the word, but a 
theorist who sincerely identified his own speculations with the welfare 
of his country and his race. There are, of course, in this last volume, 
several subjects still open to controversy ; but on these Mr. Bancroft 
has shown no personal bias, nor has he in a single instance passed over 
from his ground as an historian to that of an advocate. Indeed, as he 
approaches the period when his judicial impartiality was most liable to 
be lost sight of, he seems to be more than ever on his guard against 
the prejudices of clique, section, and party. 



11. — A Church History of the first Three Centuries, from the Thirtieth 
to the Three Hundred and Twenty-Third Year of the Christian Era. 
By Milo Mahan, D. D., S. Mark's-in-the-Bowery Professor of 
Ecclesiastical History in the General Theological Assembly, New 
York. New York : Daniel Dana, Jr. 1860. 12mo. pp. 428. 

Dr. Mahan has here given us an excellent compend of early eccle- 
siastical history. He professes no originality of research ; but has 
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evidently consulted the best authorities. He is a loyal son of the 
Episcopal Church, and of course finds sanction for her ministry in the 
annals of the primitive age of Christianity ; but he presses inferences 
of this class no farther than it is his undoubted right to do, and the 
whole tone of the volume is candid and liberal. His style is pure, easy, 
and sprightly ; and the proportionate stress laid on the several person- 
ages and events described is, in general, commensurate with their im- 
portance. Of course the author's way lies over a too well beaten path 
for him to invest his work with the charm of novelty ; yet he has some- 
times contrived to throw a singular freshness and lifelikeness into his 
narrative by drawing out the analogy between states of conviction and 
feeling in the early centuries and in our own time. Thus the " ec- 
stasy," brought into the Church, from the wild Phrygian worship of 
Cybele, by the Montanists, is happily compared with the Mesmerism 
and pseudo-Spiritualism of the present day. 



12. — Notes on the Greek Text of the Epistle of Paul to Philemon, as 
the Basis of a Revision of the common English Version, and a Re- 
vised Version, with Notes. New York. 1860. pp. 90. 

This little volume is one of several that have been published by the 
American Bible Union, — an association which, as many of our readers 
well know, has a thorough revision of the English Scriptures for its 
aim. These publications are preliminary to the ultimate enterprise. 
They are circulated in their present form, that they may be subjected 
to a thorough criticism, may themselves undergo the careful revision 
of Biblical scholars, at home and abroad, and may, when thus verified 
or corrected, be incorporated into a standard edition .of the English 
Bible. The version before us, with the accompanying critical appa- 
ratus, has been prepared by Professor Hackett, whose name alone is an 
ample guaranty of the learning and the conscientious fidelity employed 
upon it. The Epistle to Philemon is, indeed, the simplest, as well as 
the shortest, of St. Paul's Epistles. Its manuscripts have no various 
readings of importance ; and its aim is so obvious, and pursued with 
such singleness of purpose, as to leave little room for a diversity of 
interpretation. The chief critical labor required was to defend its 
genuineness, and to fix historically the epoch, occasion, and circum- 
stances of its composition. All that could be done Professor Hackett 
has performed thoroughly and gracefully ; and though his departures 
from the common translation are few and slight, it is worth a great deal 
to have the attestation of so eminent a scholar to the accuracy of that 
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